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Abstract

This study was conducted in accordance with the First National Braille
Development Plan based on the Braille Act. The purpose of this study was
to examine the current status of braille designations on public facilities.
The objectives of this study were as follows: (a) analyzing the needs of
persons with visual impairments about the braille designations of public
buildings; (b) investigating the current status of braille signs and direction
boards in total of 203 public buildings throughout the nation: © collecting
the information on the private enterprises for making and installing braille
designations; and, (d) proposing policies or strategies for improving public
accommodations in braille. The methods for this study included
conducting a survey, evaluating the braille designations of 203 community
centers, investigating the private enterprises related to braille designations,
and having experts panel. The respondents to the questionnaire in this
study showed the significant difference between the level of importance
and the level of satisfaction regarding braille designations in public
facilities. The rate of appropriate installment in public buildings was
29.0%; the rate of inappropriate installment was 35.7%; and the rate of
uninstallment was 35.3%. Policies and strategies were proposed for

improving public accommodations in braille.

Key words: public facilities, community centers, braille designations,

braille signs, direction boards in braille, private enterprises
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